
1 
 

 

Letter from the Regional Coordinator 

 
Greetings.   
 
March has surely come in like a lion, let’s hope it goes out like a lamb and leaves us a beautiful April.    
 
I am looking forward to our next meeting where Jim Nagle will reprise his presentation from the 2015  AGM about 
the life of King George III of England.  I attended most of that presentation at the 2015 AGM (as soon as I broke 
away from a required meeting) and I look forward to hearing the entire presentation here at our local meeting on 
April 10, 2016.   
 
Jim has a great way of presenting things, making  mundane things come alive and become interesting  The 
Redmond Library is one of my favorite places for our meetings as well – with easy parking and good bus service, a 
good sized room and one of our very own Janeites as the librarian… what more could we ask for.   
 
I really don’t have much more news to share for this message so I will 
share a “Jane Sighting” .  Many of you will remember last April when 
author Deborah Yaffe came and spoke about her book Life Among the 
Janeites,  she mentioned to me that her husband, Alastair Bellany, was a 
history professor and was preparing a book on King James I.  She recently 
announced on Facebook that the magazine, History Today, had published 
a fine review of the book but the link had an image of the cover of History 
Today, March 2016 issue, and the  cover article was titled “Plague & 
Prejudice: From Ancient Greece to AIDS.  How do societied deal with the 
threat of disease?”    Clearly Deborah (and her husband) cannot get away 
from Jane Austen. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you all on the 10th of April in Redmond. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Agnes Gawne 
Regional Coordinator 
JASNA Puget Sound Region 
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April Program:  Sunday, April 10th - 2p.m. to 4 p.m.  

Program:  “George III: The Sovereign of a Lifetime” 
presented by Jim Nagle 

 
George III was Jane's sovereign for every day of her life.  But who was this man who dominated the English speaking 
world as England's longest serving king?  This session will explore his successes, failures and legacy.  
 
Join us for a fun and informative afternoon with one of our favorite speakers!  Our own Jim Nagle will regale us with the 
program he presented at the AGM last October. 
 
LOCATION: 
Redmond Library, Meeting Room 2 
15990 NE 85th Street 
Redmond, 98052 
 
Directions:  
From eastbound SR 520: 
Take the West Lake Sammamish Pkwy. NE exit. Turn left onto West Lake Sammamish Pkwy., which becomes 154th Ave. NE. In one 
mile, turn right at the light onto NE 85th St. Go over the bridge. After the traffic signal, turn left into the library’s parking lot.  
From I-405 (North or South): 
Take Exit 18 (Kirkland/Redmond) and head east on NE 85th/Redmond Way, which becomes NE 80th St. as it curves down into 
Redmond. Turn left onto 160th Ave. NE, then turn left again onto NE 85th St. Turn right into the first driveway.  
From the intersection of WA-202 N/Redmond Way and eastbound SR 520: 
Head northwest on WA-202, which becomes Redmond Way. In 0.9 miles, turn right onto 160th Ave. NE. In 0.2 miles, turn left onto 
NE 85th St. In 0.1 miles, turn right into the library’s parking lot.  
Getting here by bus: 
The Redmond Library is served by bus routes 230, 232, 253, 269, 540, 545, and 546.  
Join us for a fun and informative afternoon with one of our favorite speakers!  Our own Jim Nagle will regale us with the program 
he presented at the AGM last October:  George III: The Sovereign of a Lifetime  
  
Food Hosts:  Rosemary Withers & Lynnae Pulsipher 
Tea Hosts:  Janet Worley & Julie Arnold 
Notetaker: Kimberly Milham 
  
 

UPCOMING on the June Program:   Supper at The Netherfield Ball 

Location:  Episcopal Church of the Ascension 
2330 Viewmont Way West, Seattle, 98199 
 
 For our June program, we will be talking about (and tasting) 

some of the foods we might have seen at the Netherfield Ball, 

had we been invited.  Of course, there will be White Soup, as we 

know for sure that Mr. Bingley wanted to ensure that his cook 

would have ample time to produce the wanted quantities.   

Food hosts - We have seven food hosts signed up to 

participate.  Each will tell a little about the dish they 

have prepared - where the recipe came from, how 

difficult it was to make using modern kitchens, and 

how close you think it might be to the original, as well 

as any history you may have found about the dish 

itself.  If you would like to join in and bring a dish, 

please contact us at program@austenps.com 

mailto:program@austenps.com
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 BOOK REVIEWS 

Later Days at Highbury - Joan Austen-Leigh 

Review by Julie Buck 

 

A few months ago, I did a review of the book A Visit to Highbury by this author.  After I'd finished it, I was talking 

with the friend who'd recommended it, and she said - "well, now you have to read the sequel".  Not really a sequel, 

this second book is a look at the lives of new people to Highbury - people who were not in Emma.  Again told in 
epistolary form, we find Mrs. Goddard and her sister writing to each other in 

the year following the last book.   Mr. Woodhouse has died, and Emma and 

Mr. Knightly have moved to Donwell Abbey, leaving Hartfield empty.  Mr. 

John Knightly, the new owner of Hartfield, has let it to a young gentleman 

and his mother who will keep house for him. 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Elton have "moved on up" to the big town of London, leaving 

room for a new rector - another new bachelor to set everyone wondering if 

these two young gentlemen will become part of Highbury society.  Mrs. 

Goddard has a chance to play matchmaker, and we see more of the school 

and it's doings.  Old Mrs. Bates has also passed away, leaving Miss Bates 

without an anchor, and for awhile it seems as if she will be kept from her 

friends in Highbury as she languishes in lonely luxury at Enscombe with 
Jane and Frank Churchill.   

 

All comes right in the end (we knew it would), yet it's a very enjoyable journey to get there.  This book is light, and 

certainly not taxing on one's emotions, but I think it's a fine read for a dreary winter afternoon or two.   3 and a half 

teacups. 
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Eliza de Feuillide Austen, Jane’s “Outlandish Cousin” 

By Loveday Conquest 

Eliza Hancock was a cousin of Jane Austen, her mother Philadelphia 

being sister to Jane’s father. Austen scholar Deidre Le Faye describes 

her as “an unexpected brightly-flowering offshoot from the solid 

yeoman rootstock of Austens.” Eliza was born in Calcutta, India in 

1761, making her 14 years older than Jane. Many of us have heard the 

story that Warren Hastings, Tysoe Hancock’s friend and Eliza’s 

godfather, was actually Eliza’s father. Le Faye pretty much lays this 

myth to rest in her book, Jane Austen’s ‘Outlandish Cousin’: The Life 

and Letters of Eliza de Feuillide (British Library, 2002). The myth  

appears to have started after the Hancock family left India for England 

in 1765. Another member of the English colony, perhaps jealous of 

some business favors shown to Hancock, waited until the family had 

set sail before spreading rumors about Mrs. Hancock and Warren 

Hastings. Hastings had several godchildren, and eventually 

stepchildren ; and the gifts he gave to Eliza were apparently in keeping 

with what he gave to all of them.  

The book itself is close to being an epistolary novel, with explanations 

of who was being referred to and what exactly was going on appearing 

between the letters. We owe a debt of gratitude to Phillida Walter, 

another cousin of Eliza and apparently a person who liked order in her 

own life. Phillida numbered and dated each letter that she received 

from Eliza, and despite some having been lost over the years, Eliza has 

essentially left us her autobiography through letters.   

Unfortunately, expenses in England were much higher than the Hancocks had anticipated, and after a few years 

Tysoe had to return to India to earn more money to support his wife and child. Although he never saw either of 

them again, his letters (he made and kept his own copies) demonstrate that he was a devoted husband and father, 

if not a very good investor of his funds. (His skills as a surgeon were of course limited by the state of medical 

knowledge at the time.) He was very concerned that his “Dear Betsy” receive a proper education, encouraging Mrs. 

Hancock to engage the best tutors for their daughter. Occasionally he would direct that money be spent on things 
like shawls or fabric for Betsy’s clothing, with his “Love & Blessing”. Funds were provided for a horse so that she 

could learn to ride. Once he sent her four Gold Mohars, worth a total of “Six Pounds Eighteen Shillings”, then asked 

her to reply to him and say how much each Mohar was worth. His fatherly sentiments in the letters are quite 

touching. 

Tysoe Hancock died in India in 1775. Prior to his death, Warren Hastings had used his own money to set up a trust 

fund for Mrs. Hancock and Betsy. (This was in addition to previous generous monetary gifts to Tysoe.) After 

considering the expense of residing in London, Philadelphia concluded that living in France on the trust income 

would be cheaper than living in England; and Betsy would obviously learn French, in addition to music, writing, 

and other arts. Le Faye comments on the excellence of Eliza’s penmanship; apparently her letters are written quite 

clearly, a boon to any biographer. (I find it somewhat ironic that many schools in Washington State have now 

eliminated cursive writing from the curriculum.) A universal letter of credit was provided to her by Sir Robert 

Herries, who is noted in banking history as having invented the earliest form of traveler’s cheques.  

The first letter that Le Faye presents from Eliza to her cousin “dear Phila” is from Paris, 16 May 1780. In it she 

apologizes for not writing sooner, wonders whether anything she has to say will actually be worth the postage, and 
begs Phylly to write her as soon as possible. (This tone of self-deprecation runs throughout all of Eliza’s letters; she 

Photo Attribution: JASNA's "Persuasions" 
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once refers to herself as “your outlandish Cousin”.) Eliza and her mother clearly ended up in the highest social 

circles, for there is a description of a trip to the royal court at Versailles, including many details as to what Queen 

Marie Antoinette was wearing. One wonders whether cousin Phylly, a “country mouse” living a rather quiet life, 

was thrilled by these descriptions of the latest fashions and what “the ton” was doing—essentially her own 

personal copy of “People” magazine--or whether she was utterly bored by them. (Phylly herself did not marry until 

after the death of her mother at age 95.) 

By the end of 1781, Eliza was married to the self-styled Comte de Feuillide, a French captain, not really aristocracy, 
but the son of a mayor of a small town in France. Nevertheless, Eliza’s title of “Comtesse” has managed to stick with 

her through the centuries. Despite the reservations of Warren Hastings and others about the prudence of the 

marriage, the Comte seems to have demonstrated interest in securing a stable future for himself and his family. In 

order to become a landowner, he set about getting a license offered by the French government to drain a few 

thousand acres of swampland to make it productive for agriculture. Judging from the progress on this project 

(including the building of a house for his family), until the French Revolution intervened, this actually might have 

ensured his ultimate prosperity.  In a July 1785 letter, Eliza states, “I have the Pleasure of seeing My Husband 

looked upon as the Benefactor of a sole Province”.  After at least two previous miscarriages, while on her way to 

England on a visit, Eliza gave birth in Calais to son Hastings de Feuillide in June 1786. The name “Hastings” has 

undoubtedly added more ammunition to the “mystery” of Eliza’s natural father. It is also likely that Eliza, cognizant 

of monetary gifts and the trust that Warren Hastings had provided for her and her mother, wished to honor him—

and hoped that future gifts might be forthcoming from Hastings to his namesake.  

We get a glimpse of Eliza’s personality from 

one of Phylly Walter’s letters to her brother 

James: “making it a rule never to bespeak 

[place an order for] anything that she is not 

quite sure of being able to pay for directly, 

never contracting debts of any kind. Her 

dissipated life she was brought up to, 

therefore it cannot be wondered at, but her 

religion [Church of England] is not changed”.  

It is interesting, that with all the balls, plays, 

social calls, and other aspects of high society 

and a “dissipated life”, Eliza knew the value of 

money and wisely chose to remain out of 

debt. There would be indeed troubles enough 

to come. Little Hastings at age two was 

experiencing occasional seizures, and there 

was fear that he would end up like Jane 

Austen’s brother George, who had 

developmental disabilities his entire life. Another letter from Phylly to her brother mentions the two Austen 

sisters: “the more I see of Cassandra [age 15] the more I admire—Jane [age 12] is whimsical and affected.” [!] 

Eliza and her mother made another visit to England from France, arriving in London  in early July 1789 to see 

about the trust that Warren Hastings had set up for them. They thus avoided the bloody riots and the storming of 

the Bastille on the 14th of July. Their initial plan for a short visit was of necessity extended, including a trip to a 

seaside resort as a health benefit for little Hastings, who continued to exhibit deficiencies, despite his mother’s 

optimistic outlook. One of Jane Austen’s Juvenilia works, Love and Friendship, was completed in June 1790, and is 

dedicated to “Madam la Comtesse de Feuillide”. It is likely that a visit to Steventon occurred, allowing Jane to spend 

time with her older, sparkling cousin, who has long thought to be the inspiration for characters in Henry & Eliza, 

Lady Susan, and Mansfield Park.  

Photo Attribution: Wikipedia 
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By this time the Comte had taken refuge with other “Princes of the Blood” in Italy, where they planned and hoped 

for a restoration of the monarchy; Eliza was not sanguine about this. In 1791 Eliza’s mother began to experience 

growths in her breast. Despite the promises of a physician of “the most flattering hopes of a perfect cure”, a fatal 

outcome was inevitable. It appears that Eliza and Mrs. Hancock tried to keep up each other’s spirits: Eliza chatting 

and trying to amuse her mother, and the mother minimizing her own complaints about the pain, talking about 

travels to be taken the following summer and what pleasure they would give. Both knew that death was 

approaching; both put on a brave face. In the midst of detailing her mother’s painful symptoms in a letter, there is 

room for a gentle joke about Phylly’s naval beau at the time, “DBB”. Mrs. Hancock died in early 1792 and is buried 

in the churchyard of St. John-at-Hampstead.  

Eliza’s husband did pay a visit to England after her mother’s death, taking Eliza to Bath for some “R & R”, but had to 

return to France to prevent his being declared an Emigrant and thereby having all his property forfeited. Eliza then 

stayed with the Austens in Steventon. The Rev. George Austen resembled his late sister, and this made him 

especially dear to Eliza. Regarding the Austen sisters, “They are I think equally sensible, and both so to a degree 

seldom met with, but still My Heart gives the preference to Jane, whose kind partiality to me, indeed requires a 

return of the same nature. “ 

Louis XVI and his Queen Marie Antoinette were both guillotined in 1793; their young child and heir died in prison. 

France declared war on Britain and Holland; this war was to last 20 years. The Comte had traveled to Paris in 1792 

with the hope of going on to England, but unfortunately had gotten trapped there. Thus Eliza’s husband, who was 

never real aristocracy in the first place, found himself arrested, tried, and executed during France’s Reign of Terror. 

According to Austen family tradition, in 1795-96, both the newly widowed James Austen and his unmarried 
brother Henry (in the Oxfordshire Milita, and a full 10 years younger than Eliza—shades of Lady Susan!) were 

courting her. Eliza did develop a reputation for being something of a flirt, and this cost her later in life when certain 

Austen relations would speak ill of her. In fall 1796, Eliza and Phylly went to Brighton together, but the visit was 

cut short by Eliza’s developing a cyst in her breast. This condition would continue to plague her for the rest of her 

life, and she would eventually succumb to the same disease that took her mother.  

In late December 1797, Eliza took the courtesy to inform Warren Hastings that she was about to be married to her 

cousin Captain Henry Austen, who possessed “a comfortable income, … together with his steady attachement to 

me, his Affection for my little Boy, … have at length induced me to an acquiescence….”  Henry and Eliza were 

married at St. Marylebone parish church, London, on 31 December, and Eliza set about experiencing her new life as 

the wife of a British officer. Poor son Hastings finally died at age 15 four years later and was buried in the late Mrs. 

Hancock’s grave.  

The last ten years or so of the life of Eliza Hancock de Feuillide Austen are described through the letters of others, 

such as Jane Austen and Fanny Knight. They show a cultured (in the Parisian manner) cosmopolitan woman in her 

forties; her marriage to Henry seems to have turned out well. Sometime in 1811-12 Eliza fell seriously ill. 
Apparently there is no description of the details of her illness in any Austen family letters. Deidre Le Faye surmises 

that all knew of the terminal nature of Eliza’s illness, and awaited the inevitable outcome with stoicism. Fanny 

Knight recorded in her diary that Henry had sent for Jane to be with Eliza during her last days, and that “we had a 

very bad account of poor Mrs. H.A.” Eliza died on 24 April 1813 at age 50. She was buried at Hampstead with her 

son and her mother. In a letter from Jane to brother Frank, “… it was indeed a release at last.”  

Le Faye’s book shows that “Outlandish Cousin” Eliza was indeed raised in what Phylly Walter called “a dissipated 

life”, but that she was also a loving daughter, wife, and mother, in addition to being a cosmopolitan and clever 

woman. Fourteen years Jane Austen’s senior, she and Jane clearly enjoyed each other’s company. In addition to 

having inspired various characters in Austen’s novels and the Juvenilia, this “brightly-flowering offshoot” would 

have been fun to know, and a great friend—when she wasn’t busy flirting with one’s beau. And, for a *detailed* 

description of Parisian fashion and society goings-on in the 1780s, Eliza’s letters are a treasure trove!  

        --Loveday Conquest  



7 
 

 

February Meeting Report 

Program:  Fallen Women in Jane Austen's England 
Presenter:  Debra Alderman 

Location:  Beacon Hill Library 
 

Those of us who chose to spend our Valentines Day afternoon in 
the company of clever, well-informed people – who, true to form, 
had a great deal of conversation - were treated to our personal 
presentation of Debra Alderman’s 2015 JASNA AGM session, 
“Fallen Women in Jane Austen’s England.” Could it have been the 
subject matter that attracted a record number of male attendees?  
We will never know for sure, though it is noteworthy that our 
presentation was further enhanced by the location – Beacon Hill 
Library – and picture windows which treated the audience to the 
double-takes of passers-by observing the lot of us sitting silently 
entranced by a 

speaker and slides sporting a bulleted list “whore,” “bawdy 
house” and “Criminal Conversation.”    
 
Agnes Gawne opened the meeting with a special welcome to 
members of the Washington Regency Society in attendance, 
as well as new attendees.  She sent our thoughts to Carolee 
Jones, our Treasurer, who had recent surgery, and called for 
Jane Sightings.  Agnes highlighted our next meeting in April 
10th 2pm to be held at the Redmond Library, “George III: 
The Sovereign of a Lifetime,” presented by Jim Nagle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to food hosts Kimberly Milham and Cheryl Lundgren and 
Tea Hosts Debra Alderman and Julie Buck for the wonderful 
refreshments 
 
 

Notes Submitted by:  Maggie Lohnes 
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Jane Austen Society of North America Puget Sound Region 

2016 Program Schedule & Sign-up Sheet 
 
February 14th:   

Program:  Fallen Women in Jane Austen's England 

Presenter:  Debra Alderman 

Location:  Beacon Hill Library 

Food Hosts: Kimberly Milham & Cheryl Lundgren  

Tea Hosts:  Debra Alderman & Julie Buck  

Notetaker: Connie Winkler 

 

April 10th  

Program: George III: The Sovereign of a Lifetime 

Presenter:  Jim Nagle 

Location: Redmond Library, Meeting Room 2 

Food Hosts:  Rosemary Withers & Lynnae Pulsipher 

Tea Hosts:  Janet Worley & Julie Arnold 

Notetaker: Kimberly Milham 

 

June 12th 

Program:  Supper at The Netherfield Ball  

Presenter:  A panel of members 

Location:  Episcopal Church of the Ascension, 2330 Viewmont Way West, Seattle, 98199 

Food Hosts: Our Panel will be providing food for our tummies as well as food for thought. 

Tea Hosts:  Elizabeth Cromwell  & ___________________________ 

Notetaker: ________________________________________________________ 

 

August 14th 

Program: A Box Hill Picnic with Donwell Abbey strawberries!  A summer's program discussing the 

importance of these scenes in Emma. 

Presenter:  Julie Buck 

Location:  ________________________________________________________ 

Food Hosts:  Rosemary Withers & Julie Buck 

Tea Hosts:  _________________________ & ___________________________ 

Notetaker: Loveday Conquest 

 

October 9th  

Program: You Dirty Rat: Ratting, a Regency Necessity and Sport 

Presenter:  Jack Laney 

Location:  Home of Dan Ledesma 

Food Hosts:  Julie Buck & Mary Hafner-Laney 

Tea Hosts:  Jim Nagle & Kimberly Milham 

Notetaker: ________________________________________________________ 

 

December 12th 

Program:  Austen Birthday and Holiday Celebration 

Location:  Carolee Jones' Home 

Food Hosts:  all who attend bring a sweet or savory to share 

Tea Hosts:  _____________________ & ___________________________ 
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Jane Austen Society of North America  Puget Sound Region 
2016 Officers  

 

Regional Coordinator 
Agnes Gawne 
regional@austenps.com 
 
Membership Secretary 
Marian LaBeck 
membership@austenps.com  
 
Treasurers 
Carolee Jones  
Elaine Weeks  
treasurer@austenps.com  
 
Program Chairs 
Julie Buck 
Caroline Kine 
program@austenps.com  
 
Newsletter Editor 
Maggie Lohnes 
newsletter@austenps.com  
 
Publicity Coordinator 
Julie Arnold 
publicity@austenps.com 
 
Librarian 
Loveday Conquest    
librarian@austenps.com  
 
Past Regional Coordinator 
Charlene Kern 
pastregional@austenps.com 
 
Webmaster 
James Petts 
webmaster@austenps.com  
Website: http://www.austenps.com/ 

 


